
 

 

 
18 Important Home Moving & Storage  

Packing Tips 
 

1. Boxes should not be under or over packed as this causes many 
problems when trying to lift and pack them on the day of your move.  
They should be strong and of a regular size so they can be easily 
stacked in your van.  
 
Important : All loose items should be packed in boxes to safeguard 
against damage and to ensure you utilise the volume in your storage 
room fully.  
 
Strong, sturdy boxes and all other packaging you will need to move 
are available to purchase here: 
 
St Helens https://thestorageteam.co.uk/click-collect-packaging/ 
Wigan storageinwigan.co.uk/shop/ 

 
2. Books and records are deceptively heavy, please only half fill boxes 

with these items and the remainder with lighter items such as linen 
or clothing. 

 
3. Drawers in chests can be left filled with linen and clothes and their 

fronts taped up, but ensure that any heavy, fragile or valuable items 
are emptied. Drawers in divan beds should be emptied.  

 



 

 

4. Ornaments and fragile items can be packed in boxes amongst 
cushions, teddies and linen for extra protection. 

 
5. Clothes rails / wardrobe cartons are available to be purchased from 

The Storage Team for the contents of your wardrobes.  
 
St Helens thestorageteam.co.uk/click-collect-packaging/ 
Wigan storageinwigan.co.uk/shop/ 
 
Make sure all hangers are the same way round as this makes 
transferring them on and off the rails much easier. All other small 
effects in wardrobes should be packed into boxes. 

 
6. Lampshades should be removed and packed separately in boxes.  

 
7. Plants.  

 
PLEASE NOTE: PLANTS CANNOT BE STORED IN OUR SELF 

STORAGE ROOMS.  
 
However, to transport them to another address, pack 5 or 6 smaller 
plants into a carton with some packing material between the pots so 
they don’t fall over. Seal the box with the flaps up to give extra 
protection.  
 
In winter on longer journeys, frost can be a problem for the more 
delicate plants. Make sure when being transported, garden plants / 
shrubs are well bagged up to avoid loose soil in your vehicle. 
 
 

8. Fridges and Freezers should be run down, emptied, fully defrosted 
and cleaned the night before with all ice and water removed.  
 
Two wedges (a folded over piece of cardboard is ideal) should be 
placed in between the fridge freezer doors and frame and stuck in 
position (using low tack tape) to maintain both door stays ajar. This 



 

 

ensures the fridge freezer stays ventilated and avoids nasty smells 
and mould forming. 

 
9. Cookers should be cleaned thoroughly as grease can lead to a nasty 

accident. Pack the glass plate out of the microwave and any loose 
fittings off the cooker into boxes.  

 
10. Washing Machines should be disconnected and contents emptied. A 

drum locking bar should be fitted to automatic machines. Whilst   
many washing machines are moved without locking bars and have no 
problems, it should be noted that fitting the bar forms part of the 
manufactures warranty.  
 
Important: Make sure the washing machine is fully drained of water 
before being placed in your storage room. 

 
11. Garden Tools and equipment need to be cleaned as they will be 

going in the same storage room as your furniture. These should 
normally be loaded last to keep them as far away from your 
household items as possible. 

 
12. Swings and Slides will have to be dismantled. Squirt penetrating oil 

(such as WD40) into the nuts a few days before you intend 
dismantling them. 
 

13. Sheds and Greenhouses should be dismantled in advance. Wrap the 
glass individually and tie in manageable bundles. Furniture is highly 
flammable and so no fuel or gas bottles can be loaded. This also 
includes previously opened tins of paint. 

 
14. Pets should be kept clear of work and obviously are not fit to be kept 

in your storage room! If you are using removal men, dogs for 
example may think that they are stealing your furniture.  
 
When transporting to your temporary address, fish tanks should be 
drained to the gravel and the fish taken in the car in a sealable 



 

 

bucket half filled with water. Consult your local stockists for exotic 
species. 

 
15. Children. Again, these are not fit to be stored! However, kids are 

always excited by the idea of moving and you may want them to be 
present on your moving day, but please make sure they are well 
supervised and stay clear of your removal van. 

 
16. Items that you are leaving behind or are taking with you in the car 

and NOT going to storage should be clearly marked on the day for 
either yours or the removal men’s reference and set aside.  
 

17. DIY Wardrobe Dismantling should only be carried out where 
necessary. The old-style wardrobes divide in the middle, so all the 
pieces which cross the joint will have to be removed.  
 
Modern wardrobes dismantle into panels, great care must be taken 
with the sections as chipboard is very easily damaged. Start by 
removing the back then if possible, lie the wardrobe on its back. Tape 
any fittings to the relevant sections in small plastic sandwich bags. 
 

18. Important Items. Any items you feel you may need access to whilst 
you are in storage (such as passports and other important 
documents), place in a box and mark as so. This box should then be 
placed at the front and close to the door of your storage room for 
ease of access.  
 
However, it is advised that any such documents, if you are able to, 
are kept to hand and not in your storage room. 

 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO BE 
STORED IN OUR SELF STORAGE FACILTIES: 

 
ANY FLAMMABLE GASES OR LIQUIDS, PAINTS, PLANTS, ANIMALS, 
DRUGS (OR OTHER ILLEGAL SUBSTANCES OR ITEMS), FOOD OR ANY 
OTHER PERISHABLE ITEMS. 



 

 

For your packaging needs, click through below to view and purchase 

St Helens  thestorageteam.co.uk/click-collect-packaging/ 
Wigan                      storageinwigan.co.uk/shop/ 

 

 

 

The Storage Team: 

Unit 17, Lea Green Business Park, Eurolink, St Helens, WA9 4TR 

www.thestorageteam.co.uk e: info@thestorageteam.co.uk  t: 01744 811 822 

 

Unit 2, 263 Woodhouse Lane, Wigan, WN6 7NR 

www.thestorageteam.co.uk e: wigan@thestorageteam.co.uk  t: 01942 50 80 50 

 
 


